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Listening

Listening genre: Vox pops  •  Listening strategy: Phrasal	verbs  •  Language focus: Phrasal	verbs

Television

Warm-up 
1 Put the TV programmes in order according to how much  

you enjoy them. Then compare your answers with a partner. 

cartoon      cookery programme      documentary      drama
makeover show      the news      reality show      sitcom
soap opera      sports programme

 1 

  2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

2 Can you think of an example of each type of programme that’s on TV in your country?

Before you listen
3 Check that you understand the words and expressions in the box. You can use a dictionary to help you.

pie in the sky (n.)      know-how (n.)      merge (v.)
bounce (v.)      depth (n.)      snap one’s fingers (v.)

While you listen
4  You are going to listen to some people talking about the future of television.  

Read the predictions. Then listen and tick (✓) the six that are mentioned. 

 Televisions will ... 

1 enable you to surf the internet.  

2 be very wide and thin.  

3 no longer exist.  

4 be the size of a credit card. 

5 be inserted into the eye.  

6 be in three dimensions.  

7 be in every room of the house. 

8 be operated by talking to them. 
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Listening

Website: Oral skills section/Television

Listening genre: Vox pops  •  Listening strategy: Phrasal	verbs  •  Language focus: Phrasal	verbs

Listening strategy: Phrasal	verbs

•	 A	phrasal	verb	consists	of	a	verb	and	one	or	two	particles	(adverbs	or	prepositions). 
turn down,	put up with

•	 Phrasal	verbs	are	especially	common	in	informal	language.	Learning	them	will	help	you	
understand	spoken	English.	

•	 If	you	hear	a	phrasal	verb	that	you	don’t	know,	make	a	note	of	it.	Can	you	work	out	what	
it	means? 
He put the bag down on the table.

•	 Be	careful!	Not	all	phrasal	verbs	have	literal	meanings.	Sometimes	you’ll	need	to	use	
the	context	to	guess	the	meaning. 
You should give up smoking. It’s bad for your health.

5  Read the sentences. Then listen again and decide if they are true (T) or false (F).

1 Paula fully believes that these technological developments will happen. 

2 Quentin thinks the new sets will eventually cost less. 

3 Rachel thinks the experts are exaggerating about how soon everyone will have this new  
technology. 

4 According to Rachel, the TVs of the future won’t have a remote control. 

5 Sean doesn’t think that broadband connections could cope if everyone streamed live  
TV on their computers. 

6 Sean is planning to get rid of his TV set as soon as possible. 

Language focus
6 Complete the phrasal verbs in these extracts from the recording with the particles in the box. 

off      on      on      out      out      to      up      up

1 They’ve also invented these digital tattoos, which pick   
 the emotions of the actors [...] 

2 [...] it looks as though the 3D revolution is about to take  .

3 I thought 3D was incredible the first time I tried it  [...]

4 Some say the new screens will take  a whole wall [...]

5 One of the founders of the internet has predicted that TV sets are going to 
die  .

6 [...] I’m going to hang     my TV set for now!

7  Listen again and check your answers.

8 Translate the sentences in exercise 6 into your language.
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Speaking function:	Making	suggestions  •  Photo work:	Describing	a	photo  •  Extension:	A	class	debate

Dialogue 
1  Listen and read.

Tracey:

Steve: 

Tracey: 

Steve:

Tracey: 

Steve:

Tracey: 

Steve:

Tracey:

Steve:

What’s on telly tonight, Steve?
There’s a football match on at 8 o’clock – Chelsea 
versus Arsenal. Shall we watch it?
Hmm. I’d rather not. I hate football. How about 
the soap on ITV?
No way! Soaps are the worst. 
We could watch the documentary about 
volcanoes.
That sounds a bit boring. Is there anything else on?
Oh look! There’s an Indiana Jones film on in ten 
minutes. Why don’t we watch that?
All right, then!
I tell you what – let’s make some popcorn.
Good idea! 

Useful phrases:	Making	suggestions

Shall	we	…	?

How	about	…	?

We	could	…

Why	don’t	we	…	?

I	tell	you	what	...

Let’s	...

That	sounds	…

Good	idea!

All	right,	then!

No	way!

I’d	rather	not.

2  Listen and repeat. Pay attention to the intonation.

3 Practise the dialogue with a partner. Then swap roles and practise it again.

4 Now invent your own dialogue and act it out. Use the Useful phrases in the box.  
You can use one of these situations or your own ideas:

•	 Going	to	the	cinema	
•	 Buying	a	present	for	a	friend
•	 Going	to	a	party
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Speaking function:	Making	suggestions  •  Photo work:	Describing	a	photo  •  Extension:	A	class	debate

Photo work
5 Describe the photo. Use the questions to help you.

•	 What	is	the	person	doing?

•	 What	sort	of	programme	do	you	think	she	might	enjoy?

•	 In	what	ways	may	television	be	good	for	old	people?

•	 What	other	activities	do	old	people	often	do	in	your	country?

Extension
You are going to take part in a class debate on the following motion:

‘Television is bad for your health.’

One group will be for the motion. Another group will be against the motion.

6 Choose one person in your group to write. In your group, think of as many arguments as 
possible and write them down.

7 Now choose the five best arguments. Give examples where possible.

8 Your teacher or chairperson will start the debate. One person in your group will give a 
speech to present your arguments. He / she should talk for about three minutes.

9 When both groups have finished their speeches, you can respond to each other’s arguments.

 10 At the end of the debate, the teacher or chairperson will ask you to give a speech to conclude 
your arguments.
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