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[1] 'Death wili come to those [4] 
who disturb the sleep of 
the Pharaohs...' These 
were the words found 
inscribed in the tomb of the 
Egyptian boyKing 
Tutankhamun at Luxor, 
when it was opened in 
February, 1923-for the 
first time in 3,000 years. 

[2] The man who led the 
expedition to Egypt to 
excávate Tutankhamun's 
tomb was an Englisbxnan, 
57yearoldLord 
Carnarvon. And the Curse 
of the Pharaohs was weJi [5} 
known to him. He knew 
what had happened to the 
man who, in the late 19th 
century, had brought 
another Pharaoh's coffin 
back to England. Arthur 
WeigaH, pne of the men in 
Camarvon's expedition, 
had told Carnarvon ail 
about the owner of that 
coffin. 'No sooner liad he 
obtained the coffin than he 
lost his arm when his gun 

• exploded. The sbip in 
which the coffin was seht 
home was wrecked. The • 
house in which it was kept 
was bumtdown. The 
photographer who took a 
picture of it shot himself . A [7] 
Sady friend of whom the 
owner was very f ond was 
lost at sea.' The list of 
tragedles was of enormous 
length. 

[3] And, within two months of 
entering Tutankhamun's 
tomb, Lord Carnarvon was 
itead. Moreover, within six 
years, 12 more oí 
Camarvon's team had also 
died. And, over the years 
that foliowed, severa! more 
peopie associated wíth the 
expedition lost their Uves 
as weH 

The long Kst ofdeaths 
began one morning in 
April, 1923, when 
Carnarvon woke up in his 
Cairo hotel room and said, 
1 feel like hefl.' By the time 
his son had arrived at the 
hotel, Carnarvon was 
unconscious. That night he 
died. His death was 
bélieved to be the result of 
a mosquito hite - which 
was noted to be inthe 

vsame place as a markon 
the mummified body of 
Tutankhamun. 
Camarvon's son was 
resting in an adjoining 
room at the moment his 
father died. He said, The 
lights suddenly went out 
ail over Cairo. We lit 
candles and prayed.' 
Soon afterwards there was 
another death at the hotel. 
American archaeologist 
Arthur Mace, who had 
been one of the leading 
members of the 
expedition, complained of 
tiredness. He suddenly 
went infb a coma and died 
before doctors could even 
diagnose what was wrong 
wíth him. 
Deaths followed one after 
another. A cióse friend of 
Lord Carnarvon, George 
Gould, rushed to Egypt as 
soon as he heard of 
Camarvon's death. Gould 
visited the Pharaoh's tomb. 
The next day he had a high 
fever. He died within 12 
hours. Radiologist 
Archibald Reid, who X-
rayed Tutankhamun's 
body, complained of 
exhaustion. He went home 
to England and died 
shortiy afterwards. 
Camarvon's personal 
secretaryonthe 
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expedition, Richard 
Betheli, was found dead in 
bed from heart failure. 
British industrialist Joel 
Wool was one of the first 
visitors to the tomb. He 
died soon afterwards from 
a mysterious fever. By 
1930, onlytwoofthe 
original team of excavators 
who had entered the tomb 
were stillalive. . 

[8] The Curse of the Pharaohs 
was stiil at worfc half a 
century iater. In 1970, the 
solé survivor of the 
Tutanlthamun expedition, 
70 yearoM Richard 
Adamson, gavean 
interview on TV. He told 
viewers that he did not 
believe iñ the death curse 
of Tutankhamun, After the 
interview, as he was 
leaving the televisión 
s ludios, his taxi was 
involved in an accident. 
Adamson was thrown out 
of tihe car and on to the 
road, where he. was almost 
kíBed by a passing lórry. 

[9] This was the third time 
Adamson had said publicly 
that he did nbt believe in 
the Curse df Tutankhamun. 
The first time he did it, his 
wifeídied within 48 hours. 
The second time, his son 
broke his backin a plañe 
crash. After the third 
pccasion Adamson said, 
*Untfl now, I refused to 
believe that there was any 
connection between the 
Curse and what happened 
to my family. But now I am 
háving second thoughts.' 


